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Vegetation of Nozaki—jima, the Gotoh Islands

Hiroshi KAWAHARA

Nozaki-jima Island is situated in the northern part of the Islands of Gotoh. Formerly trees were cut
down for use as firewood and far manufacturing charcoal at decade intervals on this island. The greater
part of the island is now covered with secondary forest in which the population of Sika deer (Cervus
nippon nippon TEMMINCK) has increased to several hundred. An outline of the vegetation on this island
is reported in the present paper. Plant communities recognized on the island are as below.

(1) The natural forest situated at the Kohjima Shrine is dominated by Castanopsis cuspidata, Distylium
racemosum, Persea japonica, Actinodaphne lancifolia and Camellia japonica.

(2) Secondary forests dominated by Castanopsis cuspidata consist of three types characterized by
Litsea japonica, Persea thunbergii, and Distylium racemosum according to altitude.

(3) In the secondary forests the population of Persea thunbergii is being reduced by the excessive Sika
deer “bark” requirements.

(4) In these forests too, plants unpalatable to the Sika deer are increasing in the shrub and herb layer
as a direct consequence of overgrazing and browsing.

(5) Fields no longer farmed have been replaced by Miscanthus sinensis and/or Zoysia japonica

communities. However the Sika’s heavy grazing is changing them to “unpalatable plants” communities

such as Crassocephalum crepidioides community or Boehmeria pannosa community.

(6) Several coastal herb communities on this island are reported.
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