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Forest of Camellia japonica L. in Tsuwazaki,

Gotoh Islands, Japan

Hiroshi KAWAHARA

In Gotoh Islands, forests of Camellia japonica are often found in coastal regions where there are

strong prevalent winds. The typical composition of natural forests of this zone is a mixed community

of many broad-leaved evergreen species, dominated by laurel-leaf trees such as Castanopsis cuspidata,

Persea thunbergii and Camellia japonica. Formerly the trees of these forests were cut down for gaining

firewoods and charcoal manufacture at a few decade intervals in Japan. After these cutting repeated, the

secondary forests dominated by Castanopsis cuspidata, Camellia japonica, Cinnamomum Japonicum and

Neolitsea sericea have been developed and maintained in Tsuwazaki, Gotoh Islands. On the treated region

in Tsuwazaki, the trees of all the species without Camellia japonica have been partially cut down since

1980. Therefore forest of Camellia japonica is now developping there.
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