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Report on the Discovery of a New Section of the Chinese Cemetery at

Kofukuji Temple in Nagasaki

JIANG Nan

Summary

Kofukuji, a temple of the Obaku Zen Sect in Nagasaki, Japan, contains a Chinese Cemetery with

gravestones dating from 1757 to 1887. Past research indicated the presence of 111 gravestones

commemorating the deaths of 128 people, almost all seamen involved in the Japanese-Chinese

trade. Previous maps grouped these 111 gravestones in eight sections designated by the letters A to

H. The author discovered five new gravestones in the cemetery and added a new section “I” to the

map. This is a report on the discovery of the previously unknown gravestones, the information on

the deceased gleaned from the gravestone inscriptions, and the significance of the discovery for

further studies on the Chinese Cemetery at Kofukuji.
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