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A Quantitative Study of Sentencing Standards for the Term of

Imprisonment to be Imposed for Sexual Offenses

SHIBATA Mamoru

Summary
This article presents a quantitative sentencing standard for sexual offenses using statistical analyses of
judicial precedents obtained from database. The analyses found the following. (1) The basic position on
the sentencing standards for sexual offences is determined by the number of victims and the presence or
absence and degree of injury related to the most serious case. (2) The victim's failure and drinking
influence the range of the sentencing as modifying factors to the basic position determined in (1) above.
And, (3) settlement out of court, likelihood of recidivism, youth, etc., exert an influence as modifying
factors to the range of sentencing determined in (1) and (2) above to finally determine the sentencing.
Japanese sentencing standards for sexual offences have revealed a tendency to emphasize results. In
addition, the present study found that sexual offences against spouses, partners, and mentally-
handicapped persons tended to receive lighter sentences, while sexual abuse by parents and teachers
tended to receive heavier sentences. The study also reveals that sentencing for sexual offences has

become moderately heavier in Japan over the 15-year period from 2002 to 2016.
Keywords : ( sexual offenses, sentencing standard, term of imprisonment, judicial precedent)
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