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Rodney H. Powers and the Nagasaki Foreign Settlement

as Seen by his Grandson

NAKASHIMA Yasuko

Summary

Rodney H. Powers (1836.5.5—1909.8.9) ran a successful business in the Nagasaki Foreign Settlement
for almost forty years through the Meiji Period of Japan, with a peak during the 1880s and 1900s.
Sugimoto Masao was his only grandchild, but his mother Toyo separated from Powers before giving
birth. Recently, it was found that Masao left a hand-written manuscript, titled Haha-no-zanzo (The
Afterglow of my Mother)," which had been unattended for years. The manuscript provides significant
new material for research on the Nagasaki Foreign Settlement. The present article analyzes the content
of the manuscript and the activities of Rodney H. Powers as seen by his only grandson. The results will
help to clarify the realities of life and work in the Nagasaki Foreign Settlement.
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